SRI AUROBINDO AND THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE

terms of humanity. What it seeks is the meeting of the infinite
and the finite in man. "It gives me a great joy", he says,5 "to
feel in my life detachment at the idea of a mystery of a meeting
of the two in a creative comradeship. I felt that I had found
my religion at last, the Religion of Man, in which the Infinite
became defined in humanity and came close to me so as to need
my love and co-operation". This idea he expressed beautifully
in a poem in the GitanJali:
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"When shall I break the walls of my private chamber and
come out into the wide world, riding the chariot of life?"

As I have shown elsewhere6, there are two ways ia which
the union of the finite and the infinite can be effected in man.
The first is by man coming out of his seclusion and bringing
himself into union with the world. This is what is expressed
in the above verse. The other is by God choosing to make man
the vehicle of his expression. The second idea we also find in
another poem in the Gitanjali:
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'Thou soundest Thy note, 0 Infinite, in the finite. That is why
Thy manifestation is so sweet in me\

This idea he further developed in his poem Jwana Devoid.
The central idea of this poem is that there is in every man an
indwelling Divine principle which is in intimate personal touch
with all his feelings, thoughts and volitions. It is the inner
guide and controller of all that he feels, all that he thinks, and
all that he desires. But it does all this, not by remaining outside,
like an external authority, but by being completely internal.
In fact, it is man's partner in the great enterprise which we call

5 Vide Religion of Man, p. 96.

8 See the writers article Tagore's conception of the destiny of Man and
his mission in life ("Calcutta Review". Oct. 1941).
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